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T 
Hymn _ All Glory Be To God On High - Nicolaus Decius, 1526 


Grace, peace, and mercy from God the Father, and his Beloved 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Ghost be with us all. Amen. 


Let us pray. 


Grant us to understand thy Holy Word according to thy divine 
will, that we may learn thereof to place our whole trust in thee 
alone, and to draw away from all creatures: that even our Old 
Man with all his lusts may be crucified more and more each day, 
and that we may offer ourselves as a living sacrifice unto thee, 
to the honor of thy holy name and the edification of our neigh- 
bor; through our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath taught us to pray, 
saying: 


Our Father . . . (The Lord’s Prayer) 
THE LESSON FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE 
THE SERMON 
On Sunday, after the morning Sermon, the Minister shall say: 


Beloved in the Lord, whereas we see in God’s command- 
ments, as in a mirror, how great and manifold are our sins, by 
which we merit both temporal and eternal punishment, let us 
heartily confess the same to our faithful Father. Therefore say 
with me: 


I, poor sinner, confess before thee, my God and Creator, that 
I, alas, have sinned against thee grievously and in manifold ways; 
not alone by gross, outward sins, but much more by inward and 
inborn blindness, unbelief and doubt, dispondence and impa- 
tience, pride and evil covetousness, secret envy, hatred and 
malice, and other wicked devices—as thou, my Lord and God, 
dost perceive in me, and I, alas, cannot sufficiently perceive. 
I repent of these things and grive over them; And from the heart 
I implore grace through thy dear Son, Jesus Christ. 


Thereupon he shall proclaim the forgiveness of sins to the believers 
and the judgment of God to the impenitent, and shall say: 


THE 


Harken now to the undoubted comfort of the grace of God 
which he doth promise in His Gospel to all that believe. 


Thus saith the Lord Christ in the third chapter of John: God 
so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that all 
who believe in Him shall not perish, but have everlasting life. 


But as many there be among you, who still take pleasure in 
their sins and shame, or persist in sins against their conscience: 
To such I declare by the command of God that His wrath and 
judgment abideth upon them, all their sins being retained in 
heaven: And they can never be delivered from eternal damna- 
tion, except they repent. 


Inasmuch as we do not doubt, but that our prayers are satis- 
fied through the passion of Jesus Christ, and are acceptable 
unto God, let us heartily call upon Him and say: 


Almighty God, Maker of heaven and earth, we give thee 
thanks from the bottom of our hearts that thou hast created us, 
and hast preserved, nourished, and sustained us and our children 
to this day, and art yet willing to keep and govern us in the 
future. But especially do we thank thee that thou hast given 
us the knowledge of thy Son Jesus Christ, with whom thou hast 
promised that we should have a place in Paradise, and hast 
forgiven our sins through His bitter suffering and death. And 
we beseech thee to renew us in the image of thy Son Jesus 
Christ, through the preaching of thy Word and the power of 
thy Holy Spirit, that in both body and soul we may live with 
thee forever, and give thee praise. Amen. 


(In the Palatinate Liturgy prayers continue for civil authorities, 
the community, the Church, the fruit of the earth, for all man- 
kind, for those persecuted, the poor, the prisoners, the sick, 
the widows and orphans, etc. On this occasion, a Festival 
prayer for the 250th Anniversary may be offered.) 


Hymn _I Greet Thee - - John Calvin, 1509-1564 


THE Lorp’s HOLY SUPPER 


Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, hear the Words of Institu- 
tion of the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ, which the holy 
Apostle Paul records for us in the First Epistle to the Corin- 
thians, at the eleventh chapter: I have received from the Lord 
that which I have delivered unto you. For the Lord Jesus, in 
the night in which He was betrayed, took bread, and giving 


thanks He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body which 


is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. After the 


same manner also He took the cup, after Supper, and said, This 
cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye 
drink it, in remembrance of me. 


For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye shall 
proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes. Now, whoever eats 
this bread or drinks the cup of the Lord unworthily, is guilty 
of the body and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine 
himself, and so let him eat of that bread and drink of that cup. 
For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily eateth and drinketh 
judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body. 


That we may now celebrate the Lord’s Supper to our com- 
fort, is of necessity, above all, that we rightly examine ourselves 
beforehand, and second, that we direct the Supper to the end 
for which the Lord Christ appointed it, namely, in remembrance 
of Him. 


True self-examination consists of these three parts. First, 
let each one reflect upon his sin and condemnation, that he may 
abhor and humble himself before God; for the wrath of God 
against sin is so great that, rather than suffer it to go unpunished, 
He hath punished the same in His dear Son Jesus Christ, by 
the bitter and shameful death of the Cross. 


Second, let each one search his heart, whether he also believes 
this certain promise of God, that all of his sins are forgiven him, 
solely through the passion and death of Jesus Christ: and that 
the perfect righteousness of Christ is imputed and granted to 
him as his own, as though he himself in his own person had 
paid for all his sins and fulfilled all righteousness. 


Third, let each one search his conscience, whether he is also 
disposed to show his gratitude unto the Lord God henceforth 
with his whole life, and to walk uprightly in His presence; like- 
wise, whether he unfeignedly and heartily renounces all enmity, 
jealousy and hatred, and has an earnest determination to live 
hereafter in true love and unity with his neighbor. 


Those, now, who are disposed, God will assuredly receive in 
grace and will recognize as worthy participants at the Table 
of His Son Jesus Christ. 


Let us now consider to what end the Lord hath instituted 
His Supper for us, namely that we do this in remembrance of 
Him. 


As we do so, we are to remember Him thus: first, by having 
perfect trust in our heart that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent 
into this world by the Father, that He took upon Himself our 
flesh and blood, that He endured for us on earth the wrath of 
God, that he humbled Himself on the beams of the Cross, when 


He cried out with a loud voice, My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me: that we might find acceptance with God and 
nevermore be forsaken of Him. Finally, by His death and the 
shedding of His blood, He sealed the new and eternal testament, 
the covenant of grace and reconciliation; as He said, It is 
finished. 


That we might now firmly believe that we belong to this 
covenant of grace, the Lord Jesus took bread in His last Supper, 
and giving thanks He brake it, and gave it to His disciples, and 
said, Take and eat: this is my body which is given for you: 
this do in remembrance of me. After the same manner He 
took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and said, Take and 
drink ye all of it: this cup is the new testament in my blood, 
which is shed for you and for many, for the remission of sins: 
this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. 


Through the same Spirit, therefore, we also may be bound 
together as members of one body in true brotherly love, as the 
Holy Apostle saith: There is one bread, so we who are many 
are one body, because we all partake of one bread. For as: of 
many grains, one flour is ground and one bread is baked, as of 
many grapes pressed together, one wine and one draught flows 
and blends, likewise all we, being incorporated with Christ by 
true faith, shall be one body all together through brotherly love, 
for the sake of Christ our dear Saviour, who first loved us so 
dearly: And this we manifest not by word alone, but by deed 
to one another. Thereto may the Almighty and merciful Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ assist us by His Holy Spirit. Amen. 


Let us pray. 


Merciful God and Father, we beseech thee to act upon our 
hearts by thy Holy Spirit in this Supper, at which we keep 
the glorious memorial of the bitter death of thy dear Son Jesus 
Christ, that with true faith we may ever more yield ourselves 
to Him, and that through the power of the Holy Spirit our 
weary and contrite hearts may be fed and quickened by His 
true body and blood, yea of Him who is true God and man, 
the only bread of heaven. Amen. 


Confirm us also, by this Holy Supper, in the universal and 
undoubted Christian faith, of which we make confession with 
mouth and heart, saying: 


I believe in God . .. (The Apostles’ Creed) 


That we may now be fed with Christ, the true bread of heav- 
en, let us not cleave with our hearts to this external bread and 
wine, but lift up our hearts and faith into heaven, where Christ 
Jesus is our Intercessor at the right hand of His heavenly 


Father (where the articles of our Christian faith also direct us), 
and doubt not that through the action of the Holy Spirit, our 
souls shall be fed and nourished with His body and blood, as 
truly as we receive the holy bread and cup in remembrance of 
Him. 


(Here the Minister shall break a piece of the bread of the Lord 
for each one, and shall administer it to him, saying: ) 


The bread which we break is the communion of the body 
of Christ. 


(And the (other) Minister shall deliver the cup to him, saying: ) 


The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the 
blood of Christ. 


(According to the number of communicants and the structure of 
each church, there shall either be singing while Communion is 
served, or several chapters of Scripture shall be read which are 
helpful to the remembrance of Christ’s death, such as John 14- 
18 and Isaiah 53; and of these passages, the ones which are most 
appropriate and edifying to each church may be used.) 


At the completion of Communion, the Minister shall say: 


Almighty, merciful God and Father, we give thee most hearty 
thanks that of thine infinite mercy, thou hast given us thine 
only begotten Son to be our Mediator, the sacrifice for our sin, 
and the food and drink of eternal life, granting us true faith that 
we may become partakers of these thy benefits, and hast bidden 
thy dear Son Jesus Christ to institute His Holy Supper to streng- 
then us in the same. We beseech thee, O faithful God and 
Father, that by the operation of thy Spirit, thou wilt cause us 
to prosper in this memorial of our Lord Jesus Christ and proc- 
lamation of His death, for our daily increase in true faith and 
the saving communion of Christ; through the same Jesus Christ, 
thy beloved Son. Amen. 


Praise ye the Lord with your song. 
THE HYMN Now Thank We All Our God 
Martin Rinkart 1586-1649 
(After the singing, let the Minister say: ) 


The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face 
to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up 
His countenance upon you and give you peace. Amen, 


Historical Notes on The Palatinate Liturgy 


The Palatinate Liturgy was published in 1563 as part of 
the Palatinate Church Order which included also a constitution 
for the churches in that section of Germany, generally west of 
the Rhine River, known as the Palatinate, and a theological 
statement known as the Heidelberg Catechism. It was this 
Church Order that established the Reformed Church in Ger- 
many under Elector Frederick III of Heidelberg. 


When the German Reformed people came to Pennsylvania 
many of them brought with them German hymn books which 
included the Heidelberg Catechism and all or parts of the 
Palatinate Liturgy. Although such hymn books became quite 
scarce until Christopher Saur of Germantown reprinted the 
Marburg Reformed hymn book, Geistreiche Leider, in 1752, 
they were used as the guide for the early German Reformed 
worship, especially when the Holy Communion was celebrated. 


The Order for the Holy Communion used by John Philip 
Boehm in the congregations he established at Falkner Swamp, 
Skippack, Whitemarsh and other places was most probably the 
service from the Palatinate Liturgy. 


The Order for the Lord’s Supper celebrating the 250th 
Anniversary of the First Communion Service of the German 
Reformed Church in the United States held at Falkner Swamp, 
October 15, 1725, has been adapted from the Palatinate Liturgy 
of 1563 as translated by Dr. Bard Thompson and printed in 
Theology and Life, Volume 6, Number 1, Spring 1963. 


The original wording has been preserved in all but one 
instance. The Service has been reduced approximately two- 
thirds in length. This adapted order is commended to you for 
use in the celebration of the founding of the German Reformed 
Church in the United States. 


George H. Bricker 
Lancaster, Pa. President of the Evangelical and 
April 1, 1975 Reformed Historical Society 


